
MASONIC TEMPLE
ALCESTER ROAD SOUTH,

KINGS HEATH.

OPENING CEREMONY
AND

DEDICATION

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28th., 1937.
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DEDICATION
of the

MASONIC
at

TEMPLE

ALCESTER ROAD SOUTH, KINGS HEA TH,

on

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28th,

by

1937, at 5~30 p.m.

as S.W.

as .l.W.
as Chaplain
as Secretary

as D.e.
as S.D.
as ].D.

as Asst. D.e.

. as Organist
as Inner Guard

The R. W. Bra. General Sir FRANCIS ]. DAVIES,
K.e.B., K.e.M.G., K.e.V.O., V.L., Deputy Grand Master,

Provincial Grand Master.

assisted by

W. Bra. ALFRED ALLEN, P.G.D.,
Dep.P.G.M.

W. Bra. e. D. EATaN, P.G.D ..
W. Bra. W. HARVEYGIBBS, P.A.G.Std.B.
W. Bra. Rev. R. A. HAYSaM,A.G.Chap.
W. Bra. WALTERHENMAN,P.P.G.P ..
W. Bra. FRANK WILDE, Prav. G.D.e.
W. Bra. F. D. RATCLIFF,P.G.Std.B ..
W. Bra. ]. LUCKING,P.G.Std.B.
W. Bra. W. H. MYNaRs, Prav. Dep. D.e. .

Bra. G. A. MANSILL,Prav. G. Org.
W. Bra. E. G. Apps, P.A.G.Std.B.

Under the Banners of

The Lechmere Volunteer Lodge .
The Masefield Lodge
The Arter Lodge
The Campbell Lodge
The Kings Heath Lodge .
The Lodge of the Mystic Quest
The St. Mary's Lodge
The Pro Patria Lodge
The Francis Davies' Lodge
The Lodge of St. Oswald
The Moseley Lodge
The Silver Jubilee Lodge
The James Watt Lodge

No. 1874
No. 2034
No. 2654
No. 3643
No. 3863
No. 3873
No. 3879
No. 4144
No. 5035
No. 5094
No. 5224
No. 5531
No. 5546
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Hail Eternal, by Whose aid
All created things were made;
Heaven and Earth Tf?y vast design,
Hear us, Architect Divine.

<l&rber of ~rotebure

The Brethren will assemble in the Lodge Room.

The Dedicating Officer will enter in procession with the Officers of Grand
Lodge and Officers assisting in the Dedication, take the Chair,
and appoint his Officers.

A Lodge will be opened in the Three Degrees by The Right Worshipful
Deputy Grand Master.

eptning ~!,mn
Mqy our work begun in Thee
Ever blest with order be ;
And mqy we when labours cease
Part in harmotry and peace.

By Thy glorious Mqjesty,
By the trust we place in Thee,
By the badge and mystic sign,
Hear us, Architect Divine,

so MOTE IT BE.

The Director of Ceremonies will call upon the Brethren to salute The Right
Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, The Deputy Provincial Grand
Master and Grand Lodge Officers, according to antient form.

The Dedicating Officer will proceed to the Organ.

The Dedicating Officer will call upon the Chaplain for

Great Architect of the Universe, Who didst appoint for the !.evites
instruments of music, to praise Thee because Tf?y mercy endureth
for ever, graciouslY vouchsafe to receive at our hands this Organ,
which we dedicate unto Thy service, that we mqy sing our f?ymns
thereto in this Temple,. and grant us so to sing with the spirit and
understanding also, that we mqy be numbered amongst them who
shall sing the new song before Thy Throne, where Thou reignest God
for ever and ever.

SO MOTE IT BE.

The Dedicating Officer

In the Name of The Great Architect Of The Universe and to His Glory,
and for the use and inspiration of Masonry in general, the Brethren of
The Worustershire Province in particular, and most especiallY those
Brethren who regularlY assemble here, I dedicate this Organ.

The Dedicating Officer will resume his place.
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Let the whole creation cry
" Glory to the Lord on high! "
Heaven and earth, awake and sing,
" God is good and therefore Kin,."
Praise Him, all ye hosts above,
Ever bright and fair in love ;
Sun and moon, uplift your voice,
Night and stars, in God rejoice!

~pmn
Warriors fightingfor the Lord,
Prophets burning with His nVord,
Those to whom the arts belong,
Add their voices to the song.
Kings of knowledge and of law,
To the glorious circle draw;
All who work and all who wait,
Sing, •• The Lord is good and great! "

so MOTE IT BE.

The Dedicating Officer will address the Brethren on the motive of the meeting,
and call upon the Chaplain to give the

epenfng lBraper

Almighty and Eternal God, Great Architect of the Universe, who dost
from Thy throne behold all dwellers upon Earth, direct us in all our
doings with Thy most gracious favour, and further us with Thy
continual help, that in all our works begun, continued and ended in
Thee, we may glorify Thy HolY Name.

Chant (Omnes)-" So mote it be."

The Director of Ceremonies will present the Architect of the Building (Bro.L. R. McFARLANE),to the Dedicating Officer.

The Architect will present the plans of the completed structure to the Dedicating
Officer.

The Dedicating Officer will address the Architect.

The Chairman of Directors will address the Dedicating Officer and request
him to Dedicate the Temple to Masonic purposes.

The Director of Ceremonies will request the Representatives of the Brethren
to stand in the body of the Lodge.

The Dedicating Officer will enquire of them if it is their wish that the Temple
be so Dedicated.

The Representatives will signify their assent in Masonic form and resume their
seats.

The Dedicating Officer signifies his consent to Dedicate the Temple and will
call upon the Chaplain for

~be eratfon

~ntbem
Except the Lord build the House, their labour is but lost that build it ;
Except the Lord keep the City, the watchman waketh but in vain.
To God, the onlY Wise,' our Creator and Redeemer, glory be
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.

so MOTE IT BE.
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1lgebitation tlr aper (First Portion)

Almighty Architecl of the Univer.se, Searcher and Ruler of all Worlds,
deignfrom TI:!Jcelestial abode,jrom realms of light andglory, to bless
us in all the purposes ~four assemblY. Permit us, 0 Thot/ Author
of light and life, great sot/ree of love and happiness, 10 dedicate this
Temple and consecrate it to the Honour and Glory ofTI:!J Most HolY
Name.

Chant (Omnes)-" So mote it be."

Musical Response-GLORY BE TO THEE, 0 GOD.

The Brethren will turn towards the East whilst the Dedicating Officer
pronounces

~be lInbotation

o Lord God, there is no other God like unto Thee in Heaven above or in
the Earth beneath.

Who keepeth covenant and sheweth merry unto Thy servants who walk
before Thee with all their hearts.

Let all the people of the Earth know that the Lord He is God and that
there is none else.

Let all the people of the Earth know Thy Name and fear Thee.

Let all the people of the Earth know that we have built this house and are
consecrating it to Thy service.

But wilt Thou, 0 God, indeed dwell upon the Earth?

Behold, the Heaven, and the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain Thee, how
much less this hotlSe that we have built.

Yet, have respect unto our pr~er and supplication, and hearken unto
our cry.

MtfY Thine eyes be opened towards this House by night as well as by dqy,
and when Thy servants shall prtfY to Thee from this House, hearken
unto their supplications, hear them in Heaven, Thy dwelling-place,
and when Thou hearest,forgive.

Chant (Omnes)-" So mote it be."

The Chaplain will read :-2 Chron., Chap. vi, verses 40 to 42; Chap. vu,
verses 1 to 7.

The Dedicating Officer will direct that the Tracing Board be uncovered.

The Dedicating Officer and Wardens will take up their positions.

The Chaplain will read :-Psalm lxxii, verse 16.

The Brethren will Slng:-
When once of old in Israel,

Our earlY Brethren wrought with toil,
Jehovah's blessings on them fell

In showers of Corn, and Wine, and Oil.
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The vessels containing the elements of Consecration will be carried round the
Lodge, the Dedicating Officer scattering Corn-the symbol of
Plenty, and saying:-

I scatter Corn on this Temple as a symbolof Plenty andAbundance. Mqy
the Blessings of Morality and Virtue increase under its auspices,
producingfruit an hundredfold.

I now Dedicate this Temple to FREEMASONRY, to the service
of The Great Architect Of The Unifler.re,to the purpo.re of that great
Brotherhoodwhich seeks l?J faith in God to promote goodwill among
men, and to inculcate the purest principles of Piety and Virtue.

Musical Response-GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH.

The Chaplain will read Nehemiah, Chap. x, verse 39.

The Brethren will sing :-
When there, a .rhrineto Him alone

They built with worship, .rin tofoil,
On Thresholdand on Corner-.rtone,

They poured out Corn, and Wine, and Oil.

The vessels containing the elements of Consecration will be carried round the
Lodge, the Dedicating Officer pouring Wine-the symbol of Joy
and Cheerfulness, and saying:-

I pour Wine on this Temple as a symbol of Joy and Cheerfulness. Mqy
Gladness and Rejoicing fill the hearts of its members.

I now Dedicate this Temple to VIRTUE. Mqy the symbolism of
the Craft and the Ceremonie.rwhichwill beperformed within these walls,
teach and inspire the practice of every social and moral virtm.

Musical Response-GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH.

The Chaplain will read Exodus, Chap. xxx, verses 25 and 26.

The Brethren will sing :-
And we have come,fraternal band.r,

With joy andpride, andprosperous spoil,
To honourHim l?J votivehands,

With streams of Corn, and Wine, and Oil.

The vessels containing the elements of Consecration will be carried round
the Lodge, the Dedicating Officer pouring Oil-the symbol of
Peace and Unanimity, and saying:-

I pour Oil on this Temple as a symbol of Peaceand Unanimity. Mqy
Peacerest and abidewith its membersalwqys.

I now Dedicate this Temple to the cause of UNIVERSAL
BENEVOLENCE. Mqy the principles of Brotherry Love, Relief,
and Truth, lead those who are taught within these walls to act with
kindness towards all living creatures.

Musical Response-GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH.

The Dedicating Officer and Wardens will resume their places.
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j})andus
HolY, HolY, HolY, Lord God Almighty,
Heaven and Earth arefull of Thy glory,
Glory be to Thee, 0 Lord, most high.

The Chaplain takes the Censer thrice round the Temple and halts in the East.

J9tbication lBraptr (Second Portion)

Grant, 0 Most High, that all those who shall bear Officein the Temple,
mqy be enduedwith wisdom to instruct their Brethren in all their
duties. Sanctify with Thy graceall the members of the Fraternity
who shall meet here, so that BrotherlYLove, Relief and Truth mqy
everprevail amongstthem. And grant that whenthe Labour of this
life is ended they mqy leave this earthlY abodefor Thy HeavenlY
Temple, there to enjqy light,jqy and bliss for evermore.

Chant (Omnes)--" So mote it be."

~ntbtm
I have surelY built Thee an house to dwell in-a settled pltUefor Thee

to abide in for ever.

But will God indeed dwell on the Earth? Behold, the Heaven of
Heavens cannotcontain Thee,. how much less the house that I have
builded?

And the Lord said to Solomon: •• I have heard thy prqyer, I have
hallowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my Name there
for ever, and mine eyes and mine heart shall be thereperpetuallY."

so MOTE IT BE.

The Dedicating Officer will leave the Lodge to unveil the Commemoration
Tablet, which reads :--

••This Masonic Temple was Dedicated by
General Sir Frands John Davies, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., K.C.V.O., V.L.,
Deputy Grand Master, Provincial Grand Master for Worcestershire,

August 28th, 1937."
AVDJ. VIDE. TACE.

The Dedicating Officer will return to the Lodge.

lBatriarcbal pjtntbidion
Mqy the God of our Fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac

and the God of jtUob, the Angel of the everlasling Covenant, who
has redeemedusfrom evil,. the HolY One who sanclifteth lIS, bless,
preserve and keep you evermore.

Chant (Omnes)-" So mote it be."

The Dedicating Officer will close the Lodge in the third and second degrees.

The Secretary will announce offers of gifts.

The Dedicating Officer will accept the gifts on behalf of the Board of Directors.
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Closing ~!,mn
Now thank we all our God,

With hearts and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done,

In Whom His World rejoices :
Who from our mother's arms

Hath blessed us on our wqy
With countless gifts of love,

And still is ours' to-d~y.

The Dedicating Officer will close the Lodge.

o mqy this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,

With ever j~yjul hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us ,

And keep us in His grace,
And guide lIS when perplexed,

And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.

so MOTE IT BE.

jl}ational ~ntbtm

God save our gracious King,
Long live our noble King,
God save the King.
Send him victorious,

Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us ,-

God save the King.

Thy choicest gifts in store
On him be pleased to pour ,
Long mqy he reign.
Mqy he defend our laws,
And ever give us cause
To sing with heart and voice,

God save the King.

The Dedicating Officer, accompanied by Grand and Provincial Grand Lodge
Officers, will retire from the Temple.
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LODGE

FIRST FLOOR
PLAN.

®

LODGE ROOM
N92

ROOM

NQ'

A Stairs.

B.

Bathroom

C.

Lavatories.

D. }

Caretakers
E.

Rooms.

F.

Store.

G.

Candidates Rooms.

STORE

Entrance.

Stairs.

Lavatories.

Caretakers
Rooms.

F. Heating Chamber.

GROUND FLOOR

PLAN.

A.

B.

C.

D. }E.

DINING

ROOM
N93

NQ I

ROOM

DINING

I

KITCHEN

'< SERVI
..•... ,

DINING
ROOM

NQZ
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